LIFE    IN    ENGLAND-AVIATION
Northolt for thirty minutes, and, next day, he kept his first
public appointment by air. He was flown back from Scar-
borough, where he had been to meet Marshall Foch, in time
to keep an engagement in London. On the way he flew
over Sandringhani House, and noted the fact in his diary.
His reaction, after the first excitement of flying had passed,
was not romantic: he liked the speed, the punctuality and the
opportunity of avoiding crowds, but he was impatient on
long journeys and would keep up a busy conversation with
the pilot by telephone. In these early days he flew in an
open Bristol Fighter. It was not for some time that he in-
dulged in a closed and comfortable aircraft of his own. Squad-
ron Leader Don was an enthusiast for his service. He ex-
plained the science of navigation to the Prince, and induced
him to read his maps. On the ground, he explained the
principles of aviation, and he analysed modern flying
instruction. He flew the Prince over the Leicester hunting
country, and he took him to Cornwall where he was able to
inspect the Duchy estates from the air.
The speed and efficiency of flying suited the Prince: he
would insist upon punctuality, to the point of ordering a cruis-
ing speed rather than arrive too early for an engagement. He
became so delighted with the advantages of air travel that,
in 1929, he changed over to a Wapiti aircraft with a Jupiter 6
engine, with a higher speed and longer range, for Continental
tours. He was now able to fly over to Le Touquet for his
golf, and to Scotland.
The time came when the Prince wished to pilot his own
aircraft, but King George was adamant. His son was obliged
to deceive him: he bought a de Havilland aircraft and regis-
tered it in Squadron Leader Don's name. But he ran a risk
by having it painted in Household Brigade colours. How-
ever, he kept his secret: the Air Ministry had already mur-
mured against the risks he ran as a passenger. No one
supposed he would dare fly alone.
The Prince had made a friend of Squadron Leader Don,
and they agreed on a plot. If the Squadron Leader took out